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CRIME ALERT
FROM: PROSECUTOR SHERRI BEVAN WALSH
DATE: FEBRUARY 9, 2008

Refund from the Department of Energy

Have you received an e-mail or phone call from The Department of Energy
claiming you are eligible to receive a refund? The e-mail instructs the victim to
click on a link that could either infect your computer or asks you to fill out a
form with personal information. The criminal even gives a return e-mail
address of refund@energy.gov, which does not exist.

If you are qualified to receive a refund or if you owe monies, The Department
of Energy would not contact you by e-mail.

This example is another reason to not give out any personal information on the
Internet or to anyone else. If intimidation is used to try to coerce you into
giving your information, hang up and call the police immediately and they can
help you. You can also call the Department of Energy at 1-800-342-5363 to
report this fraud.

If you would like to be added to our e-mail list to receive alerts and other useful
information from my office, please call (330) 643-2796.

Please feel free to call my office anytime if there is any way we can assist you.
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