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LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
February 17, 2011 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Al Bollas     Mayor’s Association 
Captain Clarence Tucker Chairperson Akron Fire Department #4 
Virginia Abell     Summa Health System 
Tommy Smoot     Summit County EMA 
Valerie De Rose    Summit County EMA 
Aixa Bakuhn     Summit County Health District 
Dale Panovich     Township Trustees Association 
Steve Groves     Summit County SORT 
Reggie Brown     Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Mark Pry     Metro Regional Transit Authority 
Sharen Breyer     Galata Chemicals 
Don Weaver     Summit County DOES  
 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Jill Skapin     Summit County Dept. of Communications 
Chad Knowlton    American Red Cross 
Thomas Pozza    SC Police Chiefs Association 
Lisa Gradert     Cuyahoga Community College 
Damion Vickrey    Univar USA 
Anthony Law     Akron Fire Department 
 

GUEST/STAFF 
Chris Miller     Special Teams Planner 
Carly Lange     Summit County EMA 
Dan Stimmel     Summit County EMA 
Vikki Bunting     Ohio EMA 
Sandy Rilling     Terminal WHSE 
 
The meeting of the Summit County Local Emergency Planning Committee was called to 
order, at 8:37 a.m. at the Emergency Operations Center, 166 S. High Street, Akron, 
Ohio, by Chairperson Tucker. 
 
Introductions of those in attendance were made. 
 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMENTS:  
 
Chairperson Tucker reviewed letter from Mel House, Ohio Emergency Management, 
stating that on November 19, 2010 the Summit County HazMat Team was verified as a 
Type 1 team. He stated this is a very big honor as there are only three teams in Ohio to 
receive this Type 1 certification.   
 
Ms. De Rose added that this board did a lot, including equipment purchases, to get the 
County team to where it is.  
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Chairperson Tucker stated we received a pay-in for the EHS Reimbursements for 
$1,680.00 
 
Mr. Smoot stated we would have normally received $2,100.00, but the LEPC was 
required to make a 20% local match this year.  
 
Chairperson Tucker reviewed a letter from Ms. De Rose to the Summit County Fiscal 
Office detailing the upcoming 2011 budget. 
 
Ms. De Rose replied that the LEPC is by resolution only and Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 
 County Council does not approve our budget.  Last year we started submitting a budget 
to the Fiscal Office so that our account would not always show the insufficient funds 
error in our internal financial management system 
 
Chairperson Tucker reviewed the letter from Vikki Bunting, Ohio EMA Field Liaison, 
stating that she recommended a concurrence of the Summit County Emergency 
Response and Preparedness Plan.  
 
Mr. Smoot stated we would further cover the Summit County Emergency Response and 
Preparedness Plan under old business.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 18, 2010 
 
Ms. Breyer made a motion to approve the November 18, 2010 minutes; Ms. Abell 
seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Smoot abstained. 
   

INFORMATION COORDINATOR REPORT 
 
Ms. De Rose stated that Tommy Smoot and Chris Miller would cover the information 
coordinators report 
 
Mr. Smoot stated that the majority of items would be covered in the old and new 
business. He stated that we received a reimbursement for our EHS Hazards Analysis 
and welcomed new members Aixa Bakuhn and Chief Thomas Pozza to the meeting.  
 
Ms. Breyer asked if we had a replacement for the member from the press.  
 
Mr. Smoot stated that Jill Skapin, the Director of the Summit County Communications 
Department, will be filling that role.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
SPILL REMINDER STICKER OR MAGNET RESOULTION  
 
Mr. Smoot stated $1,000 was approved to fund stickers or magnets and asked the body 
if they still wanted to move forward on this project.  
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Ms. Breyer stated she would contact Mr. Smoot and work with him to complete this 
project.  
 
Mr. Brown suggested calling the Ohio EPA public information office to find out where 
they purchased them. 
 
AreaRAE MONITOR RESOLUTION 
 
Mr. Smoot stated this was also approved at the last meeting and we were working with 
the company to correct a few issues with our current system before purchasing two 
additional units.  
 
Chairperson Tucker stated the issue is the manufacturer’s warranty covering the 
malfunctioning of the units. He stated we are working with the manufacturer to correct 
the sensitivity of the photoionization detectors (PID).  
 
Mr. Weaver asked what an AreaRae monitor was. 
 
Chairperson Tucker stated it is a monitor that combines a four gas meter with radiation 
as well as a PID with radio satellite communications. He stated you can monitor a large 
venue remotely and get real time information about what is taking place.   
 
Mr. Smoot added that Ms. Cindy DeWolf, SERC Administration and Funding Committee, 
approved the LEPC to use grant funds to purchase 2 additional Area RAE units during 
their December 2010 meeting. 
 
ALTERNATIVE FUEL VEHICLES TRAINING 
 
Mr. Smoot advised that we hosted a successful course at the Akron General Health & 
Wellness Center in Bath January 25, 2011.   
 
Ms. De Rose stated Montrose Ford supplied an alternative fueled vehicle for the course 
participants.  
 
Mr. Smoot stated a thank you letter would be sent to Montrose Ford for supplying an 
alternative vehicle.  
 
LEPC PLAN REVIEW 
 
Mr. Smoot stated we received a concurrence for our submission of our LEPC 
Emergency Response and Preparedness Plan submitted for review in October 2010. He 
stated Ms. Bunting provided us with a few recommendations to improve the plan: 

 Identification of our transportation hazards through a commodity flow study or 
broader hazards analysis 

 Detailed evacuation plan routes 
 
Ms. Bunting stated the transportation and the alternative evacuation routes are 
requirements. She stated the concurrence was given on the stipulation the transportation 
plan is updated up with scenarios and routes which will be used in the hazards analysis 
and to determine evacuation routes from those facilities. This information would be taken 
into consideration with the overall vulnerability zone and population  
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Ms. De Rose asked if that was specific to our Extremely Hazardous Substance (EHS) 
facilities. 
 
Ms. Bunting replied affirmatively.  
 
Mr. Miller stated these questions are currently on the EHS Hazards Analysis form and 
part of the interviewing process.  
 
Ms. Bunting stated that they are not expecting this addition to be entirely complete for 
the next October 2011 submission but just a game plan of how we will achieve it over 
the next couple of years.  
 
Mr. Smoot stated that this a project that Mr. Miller and himself would be working with Ms. 
Bunting to complete. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
SPECIAL TEAMS PLANNER REPORT 
 
Mr. Miller stated that the LEPC exercise is tentatively scheduled for May 14th, 2011 at 
Jones Chemical in New Franklin.  Mr. Smoot and I had a meeting with Dan Casmey, 
Jones Chemical, early January 2011 to setup the exercise and get an idea of mutual 
objectives and goals. Since that time he stated Mr. Casmey has been extremely busy 
and they have exchanged phone calls but have not had much substance to moving 
forward with the exercise at this facility.  
 
Ms. Abell asked if there was a hospital component to this exercise. 
 
Mr. Miller replied that the objectives have not been determined yet. He stated that they 
are considering activating the EOC and maybe adding a hospital component to the 
exercise. 
 
Ms. De Rose stated the LEPC should be added to the design team and suggested Ms. 
Abell serve on the team. 
 
Ms. Abell replied affirmatively. 
 
Mr. Miller stated we completed the team typing process; the Adobe software has been 
installed and the wireless card has been useful. He stated we are still waiting on the 
office furniture.  
 
Mr. Miller stated he attended the Automated Critical Asset Management System 
(ACAMS) training with Mr. Smoot. Dave Winn, Ohio Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), spoke about critical infrastructure and DHS database that we enter our county 
information into.  Ms. De Rose is also trained on this system. He stated it is a lengthy 
process to enter a resource into the system.  
 
Mr. Miller stated he needed a wireless mouse for his laptop and it should cost less than 
$50.00.  
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Mayor Bollas made a motion to purchase a purchase a wireless computer mouse not to 
exceed $50.00. Trustee Panovich seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously by voice vote.   
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Ms. De Rose stated we need to open the floor for nominations to elect the Chairperson, 
Vice Chairperson and Second Vice Chairperson.  
 
Ms. Abell nominated Clarence Tucker for Chairperson. Captain Groves seconded the 
motion.  
 
Ms. De Rose inquired if there were any other nominations from the floor.  
 
There were no other nominations from the floor.  
 
Captain Groves made motion to close the nomination for Chairperson. Trustee Panovich 
seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. De Rose stated we need nominations for the Vice Chairperson. 
 
Ms. Abell nominated Sharen Breyer for Vice Chairperson. Captain Groves seconded the 
motion.  
 
Ms. De Rose inquired if there were any other nominations from the floor.  
 
There were no other nominations from the floor.  
 
Mayor Bollas made motion to close the nomination for Vice Chairperson. Trustee 
Panovich seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. De Rose stated we need nominations for the Second Vice Chairperson. 
 
Ms. Breyer nominated Ginnie Abell for Second Vice Chairperson. Mayor Bollas 
seconded the motion.  
 
Ms. De Rose inquired if there were any other nominations from the floor.  
 
There were no other nominations from the floor.  
 
Mayor Bollas made motion to close the nomination for Second Vice Chairperson. Mr. 
Weaver seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. De Rose stated our new officers are Chairperson Clarence Tucker, Vice 
Chairperson Sharen Breyer and Second Vice Chairperson Ginnie Abell.   
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APPROVAL OF BUDGET 
 
Mr. Smoot stated everyone should have received a copy of the budget. 
 
Mr. Smoot stated we already have resolutions passed in 2010 for data input 
reimbursement for the University of Akron, $8,400.00, and Akron Fire for $4,200.00. 
 
Ms. De Rose stated they need to send us an invoice for payment.  
 
Captain Groves made a motion to approve the 2011 budget as listed. Trustee Panovich 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously by voice.   
 
SPECIAL TEAMS PLANNER CONTRACT RENEWAL 
 
Chairperson Tucker stated that earlier this week they renewed the Special Operations 
Response Team (SORT) portion of the Special Teams Planner contract which is up in 
March, 2010. He stated it has been a positive experience and beneficial.  
 
Ms. De Rose stated that the majority of Chris’s hours in the beginning were dedicated to 
SORT but now Chris is able to spend more time on LEPC activities. She stated our 
filings are coming in and he is completing the EHS facility reviews. Chris is balancing his 
task in addition to his other job and doing his job well.  
 
Ms. Breyer stated Chris has taken the LEPC portion of this job to another level of 
professionalism, especially in documentation.  
 
Chairperson Tucker asked Captain Groves for his opinion from the SORT Executive 
Board.  
 
Captain Groves stated it is working very well and Chris is very systematic.  
 
Captain Groves made a motion to renew the LEPC portion of the Special Teams Planner 
contract. Ms. Breyer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by voice.   
 
INSTRUCTOR TECHNICHIANS CONTRACT RENEWAL 
 
Captain Groves gave a brief background on the Instructor Technicians contract with the 
University of Akron.  
 
Ms. De Rose stated funds are still available in the previous contract and requested this 
item be tabled.  
 
LEPC ALL-HAZARDS PLANNING CONFERENCE 
 
Mr. Smoot stated we need to select a date for this year’s conference.  
 
Ms. Breyer stated we first need to check with the body to see if we want to have this 
conference this year.  
 
Chairperson stated the information at these conferences has been a very worthwhile 
event. He stated we have had some excellent speakers present some very interesting 
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topics that were current and needed in the community. He stated great feedback has 
been received and we have increased our attendance.  
 
Ms. Abell stated that May 19th or May 26th the auditorium and three pods have been 
reserved for our conference.  If not in May were going to have to look at September.  
 
There was discussion about May 19th being too close to the LEPC Exercise scheduled 
for May 14th, the upcoming holidays and the Domestic Preparedness Steering 
Committee retreat in September. 
 
Ms. De Rose made a motion to not exceed $8,000.00 to support the annual LEPC All-
Hazards Planning Conference for May 19, 2011. Mr. Weaver seconded the motion.   
 
Ms. Bunting stated a neighboring county began an industry users group at their 
conference and it has developed into regular meetings scheduled throughout the year.  
She suggested offering a breakout session for industry during the conference. 
 
Ms. Breyer inquired if we could have them conduct a session during our conference and 
explain how their user group became so successful. 
 
Ms. Bunting suggested we contact Don McDonald from the Stark County LEPC. 
 
Captain Groves recommended Chief Vetter’s, Ohio HazMat Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) 30 – 45 minute presentation on team typing throughout the state, the 
Cleveland Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD 
team and the 52nd WMD Civil Support Team from Columbus, OH.  
 
Ms. Breyer recommended County Animals Rescue and Evacuation (CARE) as a 
conference speaker.   
 

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
EHS HAZARD ANALYSIS COMMITTEE 
 
Captain Groves stated he has been working with Mr. Miller on the EHS interviews. 
 
TRAINING, EDUCATION & EXERCISE COMMITTEE 
 
Nothing new to report. 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
Nothing new to report. 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Ms. Breyer stated the training and travel budget is the largest part of the budget and we 
hope that we can do the same level of training or more this year.  She said we should 
look at bringing speakers in to Summit County.   
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Chairperson Tucker recommended bringing a signup list to the next meeting. 

 
INCIDENTS 
 
Captain Groves briefly mentioned the ricin incident in Coventry Twp on January 28, 
2011.  
 
Mr. Brown passed out a list of all incidents reported to the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in Summit County from January 1, 2010 to February 15, 2011. 
He suggested formulating a committee to check the Ohio EPA reporting against the 
LEPC to see who is not reporting to the LEPC.  
 
Mr. Weaver volunteered to chair the Spill Report Compliance subcommittee. Mr. Brown, 
Captain Groves, Mr. Miller and Chairperson Tucker will also serve on this subcommittee.  
 
Chairperson Tucker stated they have just had their typical diesel spills on the highway as 
well as assisting with Summit County HazMat in the ricin incident in Coventry Twp.  

 

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Ms. De Rose suggested changing the time of the meeting to possibly the afternoon due 
to the Emergency Management Executive Committee (EMEC) meeting taking place at 
10:00 am.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Weaver made a motion to adjourn; Ms. Breyer seconded the motion. 
 
Being no further business to come before the Local Emergency Planning Committee, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:50 a.m. 
 

 

NEXT MEETING   
 
The next meeting of the Summit County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
has been tentatively scheduled for May 19, 2011 at 8:30 a.m., in the Emergency 
Operations Center, Akron Municipal Building, 166 South High Street, Basement 
Level, Akron, OH 44308.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tommy Smoot 
LEPC Secretary 
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